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Examination of preliminary responses to the subject questionnaire
suggests various considerations of & legal nature upon which the Office
of Generel Counsel might profitably have been consulted in inttiasl
development of the project as a whole and kept more closely informed
after the project wes placed in operation., The value of such
consultation lies in bringing to the attention of project cese officers,
directing the business and intelligence affeairs of commercial pro-
prietaries, problems having direct or indirect legel connotations which
might otherwise be mrlqcl:ed or insdequately considered. Although
in some instances the Office of General Counsel is not eble to
indicate specific answers to questions of foreign law, in most cases
the suggestion of the problem carries & clue to solution and edvance
notice will enable the Ofice of General Counsel iteelf to provide
the desired information where sources are availsble or, where indigenous
eounsel must be consulted, to evaluate the advice rendered in relation
to headquarters planning.

The Office of General Counsel hes, of course, no facility for
determining the manner in which advice rendered hag been fo&.laﬁed.

The same situation preveils in the private practice of lav where &
client ignores or acts contrery to the adviece of hig counsgel. In
this Agency, the burder falls in most instances upon project case
officers. Potentlal gain from careful consideration of legnl ques-

tlons may include, in part, greater operatiomal security, grester
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agent control and greater likelihood of safeguarding Agency 1
end investments, L
In the
replies examined %o date, one feature deserves special
mention, |
Agreements » Verbal and ritten, have of necessity bee:r
mede on |
frequent Occaslons in the field. In some {nstances the

the Headquarters cese officer. The Office of General Counsel ip many
cases has no knowledge of even toe existence or such instruments. 14
N 8 believed that examination of meny ot these from a legal viewpoint
ght prove fruttfu, rarticularly vhera they involve commitments

to persons or orgenizations outgide of the Agenay, in assessing the
extent and scope of resulting obligationg upon the Agengv and theiy
relation to current operaticns] Planning. Recent regulatory revisions
have tightened requiremnta for providing Eeadquarters with at leest
copies of written commitments, but Wwhere thege comuitments antedat;
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